










CHAPTERS REPORT 

NEW YORK 

Th~ New York Chapter of MCHR is extremely , 
active. It already has its own Newsletter to 
keep members (about 60 at last count) informed 
of chapter activities. At its next meeting, 
which will be March 31st, Or. High School #44, 
100 West 77th Street) election of officers will 
?e held. The chapter has several active pro­
Jects. Under Dr. Wagner Bridger's chairman­
ship a committee is compiling a list of volun­
teers who will go South for the planned summer 
projects and those who will answer emergency 
short notice calls. Another group under Dr. 
Sam Siegel's leadership is planning to bring 
3 to 5 Civil Rights workers to New, York each 
wee~ for dental and medical care. Thirty 
dentists have volunteered to work evenings 
and Sundays. Psychiatric consultants will 
al~o be available. Mrs. Leo Orris is gath­
ermg names of people who will take the workers 
into their homes for the week. 

Other equally interesting projects are planned 
and will be reported as they go into action. 

QUEENS-NASSAU 

A new chapter has formed in the New York 
area. Its first meeting was held March 22, 
1965. More details will follow. 

WASHINGTON 

This chapter is burgeoning with activity . 
It now has its own Newsletter. No sooner 
had members returned from Selma than re­
cruitment began for the CORE meeting in 
Louisana. 

There is a Local Medical Care Committee 
functioning under Dr. Richard Mishell; a 
Medical Care for Civil Rights Workers Comm­
ittee under Dr. William Matory which has been 
bringing several workers from the South each 
month for free medical and dental care. The 
chapter was recently instrumental (through 
Congressman Charles Mathias of Maryland) 
in getting care to a COFO worker (Charles 
Scattergood of Virginia) who was injured and 
jailed in Indianola, Mississippi. 

FUND RAISING 

The Women Workers for Civil Rights of 
Brooklyn raised $1,200 for MCHR in one 
evening recently. They plan more fund 
raising activities. 

Since January 1965 the employees and 
staff of the Long Island Jewish Hospital 
have contributed $1,000 and the Queens 
Clinical Society, due largely to the efforts 
of Dr. Edith Reid, has contributed $500. 

The Cocktail party given by MCHR on 
February 14th was attended by more than 
100 people. One automobile and $12, 000 
were donated to MCHR. 

The raffle held by the New York Women's 
group is expected to yield $3, 500. 

Ester Smith, MCHR full -time fund raiser 
in New York would very much like to 
hear about successful fund raising tech­
niques which chapters have been employ­
ing. She will pass them along to several 
groups which have contacted her asking 
for new fund raising ideas. 

Dr. Alfred Moldovan, National Treasurer 
feels that this is the time to utilize the 
publicity received in Selma and Montgomery 
to re-double our fund raising activities . 
With a new Executive Director, the corning 
convention, our plans to buy a new ambulance, 
etc. our operating expenses are increasing 
tremendously. 
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$ 20,000 CONTRIBUTION 

Through the efforts of Jack Geiger, M. D. of 
Boston, MCHR has received a $20 000 con­
tribution from Mr. and Mrs . Luk~ Wilson 
of Bethesda, Maryland, The money was given 
to the National Council of Churches and has 
been made available to MCHR. Five thousand 
dollars is ear-marked for our long term Pub­
lic Health plans in Holmes Co. , Miss . The 
Wilsons also put Dr. Geiger in contact with a 
group of people in the Washington-Bethesda 
area who have pledged to raise $25,000 for 
the Holmes County project. 



EXAMINATION OF 
CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS 

Dr. Douglas Thompson of Pittsburgh has been 
chosen as National Co-ordinator of this pro­
gram. He is in the process of working out 
the details of forms, procedure, etc. and 
will have a complete detailed report in the 
next issue of the N.L. 

SOCIETY OF BROTHERS 

The Society of Brothers, Oak Lake, Farm -
ington, Pennsylvania is anxious to provide 
rest and recreation at no expense for anyone 
who can be provided transportation. Anyone 
in the Freedom Movement would be consid­
ered eligible and several could come at once 
for periods of a few weeks to even a few 
months. Farmington is near Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania about 40 miles southeast of 
Pittsburgh. Inquiries should be sent c / o 
Mr. Arthur Wiser. 

WONDERFUL PEOPLE 
OF THE FREE PRESS 

Newsletters, even little new ones like this, 
do not reproduce themselves by partheno­
genesis, fission or any other of those won­
derous processes. The wonderful process 
which has brought the 'NL' to fruition is the 
hours of volunteer work of two people: Mrs. 
Sally Cecere did the typing, and re-typing. 
(Mrs • Geraldine Neal did all the typing on 
all previous is.sues.) Father Lawrence 
McGowan of Stepinac High School, White 
Plains not only donated hours of his labor 
in laying-out the 'NL' but also the facilities 
of his shop and press in printing it. My 
most sincere thanks to them both. 

Lee Hoffman, M.D. 
Editor 

RUSSEL TON MEDICAL GROUP 
Enclosed with this mailing is a brochure 
from the Russellton Medical Group which 
is self-explanatory. We include it because 
they have contributed to the work of MCHR 
and we would like in this way to express our 
appreciation. 

The following is excerpted from a New York Times special article by Gay Talese. 

Kinship Grows Between Negroes And White Volunteers in Selma 
,_ SELMA, Ala., March 14-"For 
the first time in their lives,~ 
many white people fi'om thel 
North are 1leeplng in Negro 
homes and praying 1n Negro 
churches. 

They are experiencing a form 
of integration that they have 
long endorsed but had never! 
lived- until they came to Sel­
ma. In the process, they have 
learned much about the Negro. , 
They have learned much more 
about themselves. 

These whites are not the 
!young liberals from the cam-

!
. puses who have been coming

1 
and going here all week, cutting' 
olasses, sleeping on the ,trass. 
Nor are they the professional 
civil rights workers who have 
marched, have often been ar­
rested, in a half-dozen other 
Southern cities. 

N o Stopping This Time I 
1 They are older people, in their 
forties and fifties. Some are the 
parent! of college student!. 
Some are nun, trom St. Louis, 
clergymen from Chicago and 
California, doctors from New 

York and Boston. They are con­
servative in their dress, usually 
responsible for their actions; 
they are the sort of people who, 
when a police officer yells 
"stop," are accustomed to stop-

l
ping. 

But in Selma this weekend, 

'

they have not been stopping. 
They have pushed, along with 
young white and Negro demon-

l
strators, against Wilson Baker's

1 Selma police force. They have 
screamed at the police to permit1 

the marchers t o reach the 
courthouse. 

Some have pushed so hard 
that the police have had to 
bang them back with clubs. 
rebels in the South. 

These older white people have 
becomP, in short, the newest 
rebels in the South. Some have 
not given it much thought, oth-
ers have. . 

"It's strange, very strange," 
the Rev. Ralph Mollan, a Ro­
man Catholic priest from Evan­
ston, Ill., was saying today aft- , 
er attending mass. "But all our 
lives, we have preached the 
obeying of the law. And nw. 

we find ourselves down here 
standing against the police­
finding them against us. We 
find, as white people, wonder-1 
ful hospitality among the Ne­
groes, but we are told that it ts 
unsafe to be seen in the white 
districts ot Selma. 

"~efore attending mass to­
day, we had to call the local 
priest and have him send a car 

'

for us. Whites live near the 
church; it would be unsafe." 

!
Then he continued, pensively, 
"Yes, strange-We have to go 
to the Negro neighborhood to 
feel safe in Selma, Alabama." j 

The Grip Is Firmer 
The whit es have also noticed 

in the last last week the dif­
ference in the handshakes of the 
Southern Negroes: the Negro 
hands were limp a weelc ago, 
but now, fortified by friendship, 
the Negro grip is firm. 

This is part of the side of 
Selma that will linger in their 
memories when they leave 
Selma,. 

- 7 -

Mr. and Mrs. 
Mathew Tobey, who had just 
completed 29 hours of driving 
all the way from the University 
of Nebraska, where they are 
graduate students. Ae tn.., sat 
I on the grass near the street 
I and listened to the singing, they 
remarked that the long trip had 
been worth it. 

"It's so beautiful, so open," 
Mrs. Tobey said. "Right on 
this block, in Selma, all the 
barriers that society makes be-

I 
tween people are gone . . . yes, 
it's beautiful ... it's 110 unreal." 

Among the things that seem 1 

unreal to the whites who have 
just arrived is t he sudden feel­
ing of being "at home" in the 
Negro quarter of this Alabama 
town. 

The whites are able to stand 
without fear on dark nights 
among hundreds of Negroes 
who are yelling for equality. 
The whites leave their car doors 
unlocked in the Negro quarter 
- in fact, the whites would not 
park their cars anywhere but 
in this Negro section. 



CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 

------------------------
HOUSING: A block of rooms has been reserved at the 

Dupont-Plaza Hotel, Washington, D. C. 

RATES: Single: $13-$15 
Double: $17-$19 (specify double or 

twin beds) 
Triple: $19-$21 
No charge for children under 14. 

Please reserve .................... rooms for me. 
D single D double D triple 
Housing reservations must be sent by 
April 8. 

MEALS: The Howard University Cafeteria will be open 
to serve all registrants. 

I will attend and plan to bring .................... guests. 

I enclose $ ...... .... .............. .. ...... to cover: 

O Registration fee (Conference, all meals 
and banquet) .................................................... $15.00 

O Extra Banquet tickets for Saturday, April 24 ........ 7 .50 

O Scholarship Registration (Medical and Nursing 
Students, lnternes, residents) ................. ... ...... NO FEE 

$ ... ................. Donation to the Conference Scholarship Fund . 

Name ........................................................ ........ .................. . 

Address ............................................................................... . 

City ........................................................ State ...................... . 

Affiliation .. ........................... ................................................ . 

THIS REGISTRATION FORM with your check or 
money order payable to the Medical Committee on 
Human Rights should be mailed to: 

David M. French, M.D., FACS 
Chairman , Convention Committee 
Box 91, Howard University 
520 W Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

~ 
MCHR 

(continued from page 4) 
Furthermore, they insisted that Alabama 
physicians were willing and able to provide 
whatever care was needed. 

MONTGOMERY 

Drs. Thompson and Falk moved on to Mont­
gomery on the 15th where they joined forces 
with Chester Pierce, M.D. of Oklahoma and 
Robert Dannenberg, R.N. of New York and 
were on hand to give First Aid when demon­
strators were attacked by possemen March 
16th. (Subsequently Mr. Dannenberg was 
arrested; at the time of this writing and is 
still in jail.) Drs. Falk and Thompson met 
with the Negro physicians of Montgomery 
and Selma (there are 7 in Montgomery; 2 in 
Selma) to discuss preparations for the 
March. On March 17th Dr. E. Richard 
Weinerman of New Haven arrived in Mont­
gomery and later assumed leadership of 
the group. Dr. Weinerman was joined by 
Francis Durgen, M.D. (Syracuse) and 
Warner Slack, M. D. (Madison, Wisconsin). 
The Boston contingent next arrived. This 
group consisted of Drs. Count Gibson, 
Sheldon Zigelbaum, George Cloutier, Paul 
Hans and Peter Nathan, The activities of 
this cadre consisted of: 1) making arrange­
ments for medical care for demonstrators 
through local hospitals and Negro physicians ; 
2) visiting everyone who was jailed to ex­
amine for injuries ; 3) sending M.D. 's along 
with demonstrating groups. 

THE MARCH 

Count Gibson then went on to Selma where 
he met the New York group (Ors. Hy Gold, 
Harold Wise, Tom Levin, and Sidney Bender) 
and the Washington group led by David French, 
M.D. which consisted of several M.D. 'sand 
Mrs. Stephanie Mahin, R.N. Further Public 
Health preparations for water, refuse dis-
posal, First Aid, patient evacuation, etc, con­
tinued under the brilliant leadership of Dr. 
French. When the March began these doctors 
were part of it: French, Zigelbaum, Cloutier, 
Gold, Gibson, Levin, Geiger, Thomas Day (N. Y .), 
Samuel Brisbane (N. Y .) , Markus (D. C.), Kedes 
(D.C.), Davis (D.C.), Murray (D.C.), Arthur 
Johnson (Cal.), Roland Wilson (Ind.), June 
Finer (Ill.), Thomas Jones (Md.), Lloyd Thomas 
(N. Y .), Noble (Conn.), Al White (Cal.), Jerome 
Lackner (Cal.). Ors • Herbert Cave, John 
Hollman (N. Y .) and others joined the March 
on route. ~o many people went to Alabama 
that some names have undoubtedly been omitted. 
It is hoped they will excuse this unintentional 
oversight. -EdJ 
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